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WELCOME

During Christian worship we cross the threshold
of the secular to the sacred,
from the common to the uncommon,
from the profane to the holy.
Our contact with the holy is not merely an encounter
with a different dimension of reality;
it is the meeting with Absolute Reality.

Christianity is not about involvement with religious experience as a tangent.

It involves a meeting with a holy God.!

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Prelude: Rise My Soul, the Lord is Risen, by Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson,
Matt Boswell, and Matt Papa (2024)

CALL TO WORSHIP: LUKE 24:1-12

Minister:

Church:

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the

tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone
rolled away from the tomb, ®but when they went in they did not find
the body of the Lord Jesus. # While they were perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. ® And as they
were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to
them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? ¢ He is not here,
but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of
sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” @ And they
remembered his words, ® and returning from the tomb they told all
these things to the eleven and to all the rest. ' Now it was Mary
Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other
women with them who told these things to the apostles, ' but these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.

2 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb;
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
and he went home, marveling at what had happened.

1 R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2010), 144, 146.



HYMN OF ADORATION

360 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today
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1. “Christ the Lord is ris’n to - day,” Al - le - I - ial
2. Love’s re-deem-ing work is done; Al - le - lu - ial
3. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal,; Al - le - lu - ial
4. Lives a-gain our glo-rious King; Al - le - lu - ial
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sons of men and an - gels say; Al - le - u - al
fought the fight, the bat - tle  won; Al - le - Wu - ial
Christ hath burst the gates of  hell; Al - le - Wu - ial
where, O death, is now thy  sting? Al - le - Wu - ial
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raise your joys and tri-umphs high; Al - le - lu - ial
lo, the sun’s ¢ - clipse is o’er; Al - le - lu - ial
death in vain for - bids him rise; Al - le - luw - ial
Once he died, our souls to  save; Al - le - W - ial
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sing ye heav’'ns and earth re - ply. Al - le - W - ia!
lo, he sheds his blood no more. Al - le - lu - ial
Christ hath  o-pened  par - a - dise. Al - le - lu - ial
where thy vic-to - ry, O grave? Al - le - lu - ial
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Charles Wesley, 17

39; alt.

EASTER HYMN 7.7.7.7.al.
Lyra Davidica, 1708; alt.



THE PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF FAITH: APOSTLES’ CREED?
All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.®
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,*
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

2 The Apostles’ Creed is the oldest and simplest creed in the Christian church. Its earliest forms have
been dated to around AD 200 when new converts were asked to profess it before joining the church.
Christians have used it during worship for thousands of years to show our unity in the faith.

3 “He descended into hell” expresses Christ’s “being buried, and continuing in the state of the dead,
and under the power of death till the third day.” See Westminster Larger Catechism 50.

4 The word “catholic” derives from the Greek word katholikos, which means universal. The catholic
church is the universal church, which is invisible, consisting of all Christians in every church that have
been, are, or shall be gathered under Christ the Head. See Westminster Confession of Faith 25:1.
The Apostles’ Creed predates the church’s division into the Western Roman Catholic and the Eastern
Orthodox churches or the Reformation of the western church that came much later.



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: EPHESIANS 2:19-22

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of God, 2° built on the foundation of
the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, ' in
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the
Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God

by the Spirit.

Membership Vows

1. Do you acknowledge yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, justly
deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mercy?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of
sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is
offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the
Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ?

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of
your ability?

5. Do you submit yourselves to the government and discipline of the Church, and
promise to study its purity and peace?



HYMN OF CONFESSION

The Day of Resurrection! 357
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1. The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad;
2. Our hearts be pure from e - vil, that we may see a - right
3. Now let the heav’ns be joy - ful, let earth her song be - gin;
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the Pass - o - ver of glad - ness, the Pass - o - ver of God.
the Lord in rays e - ter - nal of res - ur - rec - tion  light;
let all the world keep tri - umph, and all that is there - in;
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our Christ hath brought us o - ver with hymns of vic - to - ry.
his own “All hail!” and hear - ing, may raise the vic - tor strain.
for Christ the Lord hath ris - en, our joy that hath no end.
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John of Damascus, 8th cent.
Tr. John Mason Neale, 1862; alt.
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LANCASHIRE 7.6.7.6.D.
Henry Thomas Smart, 1836



GREET ONE ANOTHER

As the Apostle Paul encouraged churches to “Greet one another” (Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians
16:20, 2 Corinthians 13:12, 1 Thessalonians 5:26), please greet those around you, and please
introduce yourself to anyone you do not know.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

Christ intercedes for His church in prayer (John 17; Luke 23:34; Hebrews 7:25), and He gives His
church the ministry of praying “with each other for each other” as well praying for the community in
which our church is placed (1 Timothy 2:1-4). We also use this time to pray for the advancement
of God's kingdom in the world (Matthew 6:10).

NEW TESTAMENT READING: ACTS 5:12-42

Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the
hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. * None
of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. * And more
than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and

women, ° so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on
cots and mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of
them. 1® The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the
sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the
Sadducees), and filled with jealousy '® they arrested the apostles and put them in
the public prison. " But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors and brought them out, and said, 2°“Go and stand in the temple and speak
to the people all the words of this Life.” 2! And when they heard this, they entered
the temple at daybreak and began to teach.

Now when the high priest came, and those who were with him, they called
together the council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison
to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them in the
prison, so they returned and reported, 2 “We found the prison securely locked
and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened them we found no
one inside.” 2 Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard
these words, they were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would
come to. 2° And someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in
prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain
with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for they were afraid of
being stoned by the people.

27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the
high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in
this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend
to bring this man's blood upon us.” 2° But Peter and the apostles answered, “We
must obey God rather than men. 3 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom



you killed by hanging him on a tree. 3! God exalted him at his right hand as Leader
and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those
who obey him.”

33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 3 But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all
the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little

while. 3% And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do
with these men. 3¢ For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be
somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed,
and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. ¥’ After him Judas
the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people
after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 3 So in the
present case | tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this
plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 2* but if it is of God, you will not be
able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took
his advice, 4° and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and
charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 4! Then they
left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD

The Empty Cell
Rev. Porter Harlow
Minister
PSALM OF RESPONSE
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Words & Music: Stuarc Townend

© 1996 Getry Music Hymns And Sengs / Thankyou Music Lid

THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Meditation: | Greet Thee Who My Sure Redeemer Art, attributed to John Calvin (1545)

1. I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, 3. Thou art the Life, by which alone we live,
my only trust and Savior of my heart, and all our substance and our strength receive;
who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; O comfort us in death's approaching hour,
| pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. strong-hearted then to face it by thy pow'.
2. Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, 4. Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness,
reigning omnipotent in ev'ry place: no harshness hast thou and no bitterness:
so come, O King, and our whole being sway; make us to taste the sweet grace found in thee
shine on us with the light of thy pure day. and ever stay in thy sweet unity.

Sermon Notes
The Empty Cell
Acts 5:12-42



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

During our prayer of thanksgiving, we express our thankfulness for what the Lord has provided, and
we ask him to use our tithes and offerings to advance his kingdom and provide for those in need.

Our church has three opportunities to give: (1) over the internet, (2) the collection box on the back
table, or (3) by mail. Please see the announcements page for details.

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING
567 Doxology
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Thomas Ken, 1674 OLD HUNDREDTH L .M.

Louis Bourgeois, 1551

BENEDICTION: EPHESIANS 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, 2" to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Leadership. Christ Presbyterian is served by the following leaders:
e Teaching Elders: Porter Harlow and Robert Hasler
e Ruling Elders: Scott Hatch, Kevin Horrigan, David Hudak, and Philip Lee
e Deacons: Nathanael Achor, Gunnar Conrow, David Och, Wade Woo, Chuck Virts
¢ Women's Ministry Leadership Team: Bethany Fernandez, Kristy Hatch, and Lee Ann Hudak

Giving. You may support the work of the Lord by giving in the following ways.

¢ Internet. Go to https://cpcburke.org/support or you may scan this QR Code.

e Offering Box. You may place your offering in the wooden box on the back table. Offering boxes were
used in Old Testament synagogues (Luke 21:1-4). The early church continued to use them. Most
churches eliminated them when they made the collection part of the worship service. During the
Reformation, some churches returned to the practice, and with the increasing use of electronic giving,
many churches are returning to the Biblical precedent of offering boxes.

Recurring Events

e First Sunday Fellowship Meals on the first Sunday of the month after worship.

e Sunday School. We offer Sunday School after worship starting at 11:05 AM for children ages
0-3 in the nursery through Middle and High School.

e Small Groups

o Wednesday Small Group meets weekly at 7:30 pm in the Hudak home.
o Friday Small Group meets on 2d and 4th Fridays at 6:00 pm in a rotating home.
o Sunday Small Group meets on 2d and 4th Sundays at 4:00 pm in a rotating home.
e Men's Breakfast meets on the second Saturday of each month.
e Women's Fellowship. The Women's Bible Study meets on the third Saturday of each month.

Missions We Support. Please pray for the missions we support.
e Church Planting in DC Area.
o One Voice Fellowship, pastored by Chris Sicks, is a multilingual church on mission to
reach ethnic and religious minorities in Falls Church.
o Ark Covenant Church, pastored by Zhongming Chen, reaching Mandarin speakers in
Fairfax
e Church Planting in Dearborn, Michigan. Jerry Riendeau is preparing to plant in Dearborn,
Michigan, home to the largest Arabic speaking population outside the Middle East.
e Church Planting in England. Oxford Presbyterian Church is a church being planted by in
Oxford, England, by Andy Young.
e Church Planting in Japan. Jason & Ai Kueh are PCA missionaries planting in Shin-Urayasu, a
Tokyo suburb. Jason is also ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Japan.
e Church Planting in East Asia. We support a PCA missionary who is training pastors in East
Asia as part of a church planting movement underway there.
e Reformed University Fellowship-International at GMU. Pastor Matthew DelLong is on mission
to reach international students at GMU.
o Reformed University Fellowship-International at University of Alabama, Birmingham. Our own
Joanna will be serving as an intern for RUF-I at UAB.

Mercy Ministries We Support
e The Lamb Center is a daytime homeless shelter sharing the love of Christ in Fairfax.
e Assist Pregnancy Center. Assist promotes “life through Christ to those vulnerable to abortion.”
e Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO): Local food pantry.

Licenses for Copyrighted Materials. All hymns are printed with permission (CCLI License
#11431834) and streamed with permission (CCLI License #20130243).



https://cpcburke.org/support
https://onevoicefellowship.org/
https://www.arkcovenant.church/
https://www.oxfordpres.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordpres.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordpres.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordpres.co.uk/category/andy-young/
https://give.serge.org/p-197-jason-and-ai-kueh.aspx
https://www.ruf.org/ministry/george-mason-university-ruf-international
https://ruf.org/ministry/university-of-alabama-at-birmingham-ruf-international/
https://www.thelambcenter.org/
https://assistpartners.org/

