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Prelude: 

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME
During Christian worship we cross the threshold 

of the secular to the sacred,
from the common to the uncommon, 

from the profane to the holy.
Our contact with the holy is not merely an encounter 

with a different dimension of reality; 
it is the meeting with Absolute Reality. 

Christianity is not about involvement with religious experience as a tangent. 
It involves a meeting with a holy God.1

Minister:

Church:

CALL TO WORSHIP: ISAIAH 40:28–31A
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
 He gives power to the faint,29

 and to him who has no might he increases strength.
 Even youths shall faint and be weary,30

 and young men shall fall exhausted;

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength31

The sands of time are sinking,
the dawn of heaven breaks,

the summer morn I’ve sighed for,
the fair sweet morn awakes;

dark, dark hath been the midnight,
but dayspring is at hand,
and glory, glory dwelleth

in Emmanuel’s land.

The bride eyes not her garment,
but her dear bridegroom’s face;

I will not gaze at glory,
but on my King of grace;

not at the crown he gifteth,
but on his pierced hand:
the Lamb is all the glory

of Emmanuel’s land.

The Sands of Time Are Sinking, by Chrétien Urhan (1734), set to the
tune RUTHERFORD 

https://www.trinitypsalterhymnal.org/composer/urhan-chretien


HYMN OF ADORATION



CONFESSION OF FAITH: NICENE CREED2

All:

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds;
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God;
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;
who, for our salvation,
came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary,
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
And we believe one holy catholic  and apostolic church.3

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and we look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

 The Nicene Creed (AD 325, 381) is the ancient church’s statement on what the Scriptures teach
about God: that he is a Trinity of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
2

 The word “catholic” derives from the Greek word katholikos, which means universal. The catholic
church is the universal church, which is invisible, consisting of all Christians in every church that have
been, are, or shall be gathered under Christ the Head. See Westminster Confession of Faith 25:1. The
Nicene Creed predates the church’s division into the Western (Roman Catholic) Church and the
Eastern (Orthodox) Church or the Reformation of the Western Church that came much later.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING: PSALM 37:1–3, 7, 12–13, 20, 23–24, 29

All:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION4

 In our prayer of confession, we are honest with God, with ourselves, and with each other about who God
is and who we are, confessing that He is holy, righteous, just, and loving; and that we are not; yet, we are
trusting in His mercy and grace available in Jesus Christ. We then have the joy of hearing God’s Word say
that He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins when we confess (1 John 1:9). Then we have the joy
of responding in song.

4

 Fret not yourself because of evildoers;1

  be not envious of wrongdoers!
 For they will soon fade like the grass2

  and wither like the green herb.
 Trust in the LORD, and do good;3

  dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
 

 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;7

  fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,
  over the man who carries out evil devices!
 

  The wicked plots against the righteous12

  and gnashes his teeth at him,
  but the Lord laughs at the wicked,13

  for he sees that his day is coming.
 

  But the wicked will perish;20

  the enemies of the LORD are like the glory of the pastures;
  they vanish—like smoke they vanish away.
 

  The steps of a man are established by the LORD,23

  when he delights in his way;
  though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong,24

  for the LORD upholds his hand.
 

  The righteous shall inherit the land29

  and dwell upon it forever.

O Lord, You who are all merciful, 
take away my sins from me, 
and enkindle within me the fire of Your Holy Spirit. 
Take away this heart of stone from me, 
and give me a heart of flesh and blood, 
a heart to love and adore You, 
a heart which may delight in You, love You, and please You,
for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Ambrose of Milan (4th Century)



HYMN OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON: EZEKIEL 36:25–27 
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you.  And I will give you a
new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

26

27

As the Apostle Paul encouraged churches to “Greet one another” (Romans 16:16, 1 Corinthians
16:20, 2 Corinthians 13:12, 1 Thessalonians 5:26), please greet those around you, and please
introduce yourself to anyone you do not know.

Christ intercedes for His church in prayer (John 17; Luke 23:34; Hebrews 7:25), and He gives His
church the ministry of praying “with each other for each other” as well praying for the
community in which our church is placed (1 Timothy 2:1–4). We also use this time to pray for
the advancement of God’s kingdom in the world (Matthew 6:10).

GREET ONE ANOTHER

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION



NEW TESTAMENT READING: ACTS 12 

The Prayers of a Weak Church with Strong Enemies but a Stronger God
Part I of II: Deliverance

J. Porter Harlow, Minister

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church.  He
killed James the brother of John with the sword,  and when he saw that it pleased the Jews,
he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of Unleavened Bread.  And when
he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard
him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people.  So Peter was kept in prison,
but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.

2

3

4

5

 Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between
two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 
And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck
Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. 
And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said
to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”  And he went out and followed him. He
did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a
vision.  When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate
leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along
one street, and immediately the angel left him.  When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I
am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all
that the Jewish people were expecting.”

6

7

8

9

10

11

 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name
was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying.  And when he knocked at
the door of the gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer.  Recognizing Peter’s
voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported that Peter was standing at
the gate.  They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so,
and they kept saying, “It is his angel!”  But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened,
they saw him and were amazed.  But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he
described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these
things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place.
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 Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had
become of Peter.  And after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the
sentries and ordered that they should be put to death. Then he went down from Judea to
Caesarea and spent time there.

18

19

 Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one
accord, and having persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for peace, because
their country depended on the king’s country for food.  On an appointed day Herod put on his
royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and delivered an oration to them.  And the people
were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!” Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and
breathed his last.

20
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 But the word of God increased and multiplied.24

 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service,
bringing with them John, whose other name was Mark.
25



PSALM OF RESPONSE



Meditation:

The Lord Jesus Christ invites all of His followers to commune with Him at His table. If you have
publicly professed your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and are a communing member in
good standing with one of His faithful churches, then you are invited. 

Each row will be invited to come forward. You may put your hands out, and the server will put the
bread into your hands. Partake of the bread, then move to receive and partake of the cup.

If you have children who have not yet professed faith and been admitted as communing
members of a Christian church, you are invited to bring them up with you, not to receive the
Supper, but so that our officers may pray for the Lord’s covenant blessings upon them as
members of the household of God. 

If you are not yet a follower of Christ, we are glad that you are here, but God’s Word says in 1
Corinthians 11 that you should not partake of this meal until you become His follower and
recognize what this meal represents: His sacrifice for the sins of those who follow him. Instead
of receiving the meal, we invite you to remain in your seat during the meal and receive Christ as
He has come to you in the reading and preaching of His Word today. If you would like to become
a member of this church and celebrate this meal with us in the future, please speak to our pastor
or one of our elders. They would love to hear your story! 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Your will be done, my God and Father
As in Heaven, so on earth

My heart is drawn to self-exalting
Help me seek Your kingdom first

Your Will Be Done, by Rich Thompson and Johnny Robinson

As Jesus walked, so I shall walk
Held by Your same unchanging love

Be still my soul, Oh, lift your voice and pray
Father, not my will but Yours be done



Sermon Outline
The Prayers of a Weak Church with Strong Enemies but a Stronger God

Part I of II: Deliverance
Acts 12

I. The Great Power of Herod 

II. The Greater Power of God

God’s Deliverance 

The Church’s “Earnest” Prayers

Eager, Fervent, Passionate  

Constant & Persevering during Delay

The Differing Outcomes

III. Prayer: An Ordinary Means that Brings Supernatural Effects



During our prayer of thanksgiving, we express our thankfulness for what the Lord has
provided, and we ask him to use our tithes and offerings to advance his kingdom and
provide for those in need. Our church has three opportunities to give: (1) over the
internet, (2) the collection box on the back table, or (3) by mail. Please see the
announcements page for details.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

BENEDICTION: EPHESIANS 3:20–21

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING



Leadership. Christ Presbyterian is served by the following leaders: 
Teaching Elder: Porter Harlow
Ruling Elders: Scott Hatch, Kevin Horrigan, David Hudak, and Philip Lee 
Deacons: Nathanael Achor, Wade Woo, Chuck Virts
Women’s Ministry Leadership Team: Bethany Fernandez, Kristy Hatch, and Lee Ann Hudak

Giving. You may support the work of the Lord by giving in the following ways. 
Internet. Go to https://cpcburke.org/support or you may scan this QR Code.
Offering Box. You may place your offering in the wooden box on the back table.                      
Offering boxes were used in Old Testament synagogues (Luke 21:1–4). The early                   
church continued to use them.

Recurring Events (Most on Summer Vacation Until September)
First Sunday Fellowship Meals on the first Sunday of the month after worship. 
Sunday School. We offer Sunday School after worship starting at 11:05 AM for children ages 0-3
in the nursery through Middle and High School.
Small Groups 

Wednesday Small Group meets weekly at 7:30 pm in the Hudak home. 
Friday Small Group meets on 2d and 4th Fridays at 6:00 pm in a rotating home.
Sunday Small Group meets on 2d and 4th Sundays at 4:00 pm in a rotating home. 

Men’s Breakfast meets on the second Saturday of each month. 
Women’s Fellowship. The Women's Bible Study meets on the third Saturday of each month. 

Missions We Support. Please pray for the missions we support. 
Church Planting in DC Area. 

One Voice Fellowship, pastored by Chris Sicks, is a multilingual church on mission to reach
ethnic and religious minorities in Falls Church.
Ark Covenant Church, pastored by Zhongming Chen, reaching Mandarin speakers in Fairfax 

Church Planting in Abilene, Texas. Our former assistant pastor, Robert Hasler, is planting Christ
the King Presbyterian Church. 
Church Planting in Dearborn, Michigan. Jerry Riendeau is preparing to plant in Dearborn,
Michigan, home to the largest Arabic speaking population outside the Middle East. 
Church Planting in England. Oxford Presbyterian Church is a church being planted by in Oxford,
England, by Andy Young.
Church Planting in Japan. Jason & Ai Kueh are PCA missionaries planting in Shin-Urayasu, a
Tokyo suburb. Jason is also ordained in the Presbyterian Church in Japan.
Church Planting in East Asia. We support a PCA missionary who is training pastors in East Asia
as part of a church planting movement underway there. 
Reformed University Fellowship-International at GMU. Pastor Matthew DeLong is on mission to
reach international students at GMU. 
Reformed University Fellowship-International at University of Alabama, Birmingham. Our own
Joanna will be serving as an intern for RUF-I at UAB.

Mercy Ministries We Support
The Lamb Center is a daytime homeless shelter sharing the love of Christ in Fairfax.
Assist Pregnancy Center. Assist promotes “life through Christ to those vulnerable to abortion.”
Ecumenical Community Helping Others (ECHO): Local food pantry.

Licenses for Copyrighted Materials. All hymns are printed with permission (CCLI License
#11431834) and streamed with permission (CCLI License #20130243).

ANNOUNCEMENTS


	Lord’s Day Worship August 16, 2026
	GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
	Prelude:
	The Sands of Time Are Sinking, by Chrétien Urhan (1734), set to the tune RUTHERFORD
	The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of heaven breaks, the summer morn I’ve sighed for, the fair sweet morn awakes; dark, dark hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand, and glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.
	The bride eyes not her garment, but her dear bridegroom’s face; I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of grace; not at the crown he gifteth, but on his pierced hand: the Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land.

	CALL TO WORSHIP: ISAIAH 40:28–31A
	Minister:
	Church:
	Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.  29He gives power to the faint,  and to him who has no might he increases strength.  30Even youths shall faint and be weary,  and young men shall fall exhausted;
	31but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength

	HYMN OF ADORATION
	THE PRAYER OF ADORATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
	All:
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

	CONFESSION OF FAITH: NICENE CREED2
	All:
	We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who, for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And we believe one holy catholic3 and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

	OLD TESTAMENT READING: PSALM 37:1–3, 7, 12–13, 20, 23–24, 29
	1 Fret not yourself because of evildoers;   be not envious of wrongdoers! 2 For they will soon fade like the grass   and wither like the green herb. 3 Trust in the LORD, and do good;   dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness.
	7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;   fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,   over the man who carries out evil devices!
	12 The wicked plots against the righteous   and gnashes his teeth at him,  13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked,   for he sees that his day is coming.
	20 But the wicked will perish;   the enemies of the LORD are like the glory of the pastures;   they vanish—like smoke they vanish away.
	23 The steps of a man are established by the LORD,   when he delights in his way;  24 though he fall, he shall not be cast headlong,   for the LORD upholds his hand.
	29 The righteous shall inherit the land   and dwell upon it forever.

	PRAYER OF CONFESSION4
	All:
	O Lord, You who are all merciful,  take away my sins from me,  and enkindle within me the fire of Your Holy Spirit.  Take away this heart of stone from me,  and give me a heart of flesh and blood,  a heart to love and adore You,  a heart which may delight in You, love You, and please You, for Christ’s sake. Amen.
	Ambrose of Milan (4th Century)


	ASSURANCE OF PARDON: EZEKIEL 36:25–27
	I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.

	HYMN OF CONFESSION
	GREET ONE ANOTHER
	PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
	NEW TESTAMENT READING: ACTS 12
	PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD
	The Prayers of a Weak Church with Strong Enemies but a Stronger God Part I of II: Deliverance J. Porter Harlow, Minister

	PSALM OF RESPONSE
	SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
	Meditation:
	Your Will Be Done, by Rich Thompson and Johnny Robinson
	Your will be done, my God and Father As in Heaven, so on earth My heart is drawn to self-exalting Help me seek Your kingdom first
	As Jesus walked, so I shall walk Held by Your same unchanging love Be still my soul, Oh, lift your voice and pray Father, not my will but Yours be done


	Sermon Outline The Prayers of a Weak Church with Strong Enemies but a Stronger God Part I of II: Deliverance Acts 12
	I. The Great Power of Herod
	II. The Greater Power of God
	God’s Deliverance
	The Church’s “Earnest” Prayers
	Eager, Fervent, Passionate
	Constant & Persevering during Delay
	The Differing Outcomes
	III. Prayer: An Ordinary Means that Brings Supernatural Effects
	PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
	HYMN OF THANKSGIVING
	BENEDICTION: EPHESIANS 3:20–21
	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Recurring Events (Most on Summer Vacation Until September)
	Mercy Ministries We Support


